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him the command of an expedition which would remove him
from the country, and might at tibe same time give him an
opportunity for filling his empty pockets, whereupon he would
cease to be dangerous for a time.

This somewhat cynical and uncharitable explanation may
have been colored by party feeling, but it agreed strikingly
with the fact frankly admitted to me by politicians of all par-
ties, that popular generals, when out of funds and becoming
restless, had, in many instances, been appointed to colonial gov-
ernments for the purpose of giving them an opportunity to get
rich again, and thus to keep them quiet. This was commonly
spoken of as one of the accepted canons of political manage-
ment, which accounted for much of the notorious malfeasance
of the Spanish colonial government.

At last I had a conversation with General Prim himself.
He received me with the cordiality of a good comrade, and evi-
dently wished me to feel that the American Minister was just
the man to whom he wanted to unbosom himself. He assured
me effusively that he would use all his power to secure to the
Mexican people full freedom in arranging their internal
affairs. He considered it absurd to think of establishing a
monarchy in Mexico; all the traditions of the people were
republican, and he was sure there were but few Mexicans who
seriously thought of introducing monarchical institutions. He
knew well that the misfortunes and the demoralization of the
Mexican people were largely owing to the clergy, and that
conviction, he hinted, would not be without influence upon his
action. He would endeavor to secure to the Mexican people
a fair opportunity to express their will at the ballot-box, and
would with his whole power, sustain the government of their
choice, whatever party might carry the day. As between
Miramon, the leader of the Clericals, and Juarez, the Presi-
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